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A residency is a great time for exploration, immersion into a place and the creation of
significant artwork based on the experience. For myself this residency was also a
time to leave my home-based studio in Queensland, and the coming together of
friends and family during the Christmas period. It was a time to draw breath,
reassess and find direction in my life and work.

Quite a few years earlier | had completed a Master of Contemporary Arts degree
externally through the University of Tasmania in Launceston. After a brief visit in
2010, I noticed the cottage and met the artist who was residing there at the time.

For 6 years, | put the idea of a residency at Cataract Gorge on the back burner while
| continued with the various art projects and opportunities that took priority during
this time. | am grateful to be back here now, where my studies were completed T a
full upward spiral, rediscovering a place which has beckoned for a while.



Upon my arrival, | met up with Anna Wilkins from the Queen Victoria Museum & Art

Gallery who wasvery kind and showed me around the extraordinary cottagevhich | was

to residein for the next3 we ek s . The cottage swnestledlon wa s
the edge of &200-million -yearold cliff overlooking thegorge andi tspestacular setting.



Inside thecottage, the light from the day stretching well into the evening in summer



The gorge was formed by a series of earth quakes over 40 million years ago with the fault
line causingthe formation of this magnificentplace.The indigenous population thahave
lived upon this landfor the last 35000 yearsare known as the Palawa people, the
traditional name thatis used for this place is magana lienta, which comes from
memanyetme ani ng Ol ar ge,metarna asdd Hahhderabddiomah t a
owners of this country had sacred sites here for feasts and ceremomesnants of their
campsites and toolmaking have been found along the river






h§ry of the gorge which I captured during my exploration

Some of the flora on the perip
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Today 500,000 plus visitors walk, run, swim, roetlimb, boat ride and kayak along the
gorge every year. Since | have arrived, | have felt like a voyeur as people meander below
the cottage verandah. | can hear them talking and @ipating the enjoyable path ahead
with family and friends, from the interior of the cottage Ihave adirect line of sight across
towards the zigzag track where | can see peopdg soloor in pairsin all kinds of weather
conditions and times of the day. The original use of this historic cottage was to house the
gatekeeper for the Reserve, now it is available all yesmoundfor artists to create inspired



wrks based on this place. -
I |

---------------

.................................

The cottag overlooksthe gorge andKings Bridge- i tvi@ws are absolutely fascinating.

have been privy toadolescent boygumping from it, observing the process as a kind of
contemporaryrite of passageOne particular dayl observed a younger botake his time

before jumpingl coul dndt hel p but fofhanewhilehis sur ge o
adolescenpeerswaited patiently on. | rejoiced at he sounds oflieir laughter echoing

through the Gorge, it seemghis place has noonly supplied awater dife bloodoto those

who havelived hereincluding the Palawa Aboriginaldut also a social bondintp the
generationsof residentsthat havefollowed.



While being so close to the centref Launceston the gorge is home to a vast variety of
water and land animals, | was surprised to see the largenber of friendly peacocks
strutting around the cliff groundsVictorian inspired gardens. The luminous colour of
these exquisite animals woultle very inspirational for my final work.



My window over this wilderness also brought with it regular viss from other fauna that
rangedfrom fur seals who would glide effortlessly through the waten a graceful ballet
to numerous birds and a roof dwelling possum.



Life-Spirals

Creation of my work isin relation to place | explore with a cameraand video footagean
environment whil stimbuing it subconsciougl with the memories, dreams and sensations
that occur while | am there. Etvironmental factorsalso play a part in the work |
capturedCataract Gorgehrough various means, from the comfort of mgottagebalcony,

to the meandering paths that ranged from challenging to easy. Catafarctises offered a
different perspective and | was grateful to meet Chris the Captain who went out of his
way to help with my causeOnce this exploration was complete and thHeuge bank of
iImages and footageollated,| setto work on my creative journey
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For a whilenow | have created worlsthat are of a circular nature from digitally
illuminated images intoughened glasaspart of permanentpublic artworksto a
cylindrical microscopc inspired video piecethat waspart of an artscience project
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Circles are patterns that represent cycles, each year we go through cycles that swing back
and forth. Each year, each phase does resemble a circle.

But with each year of our life we learn more and grow, we do things better with

information gained never going back to the same point. With each minute scale gained

the circle becomes a spiral, forever growing, forever learning, forever improving in size
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